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Section 4 -
Further Opportunities & Contacts

It would be impossible to list all the further opportunities for learning that

are available in the Galloway & Southern Ayrshire Biosphere. Learning for
sustainability is now embedded in the Curriculum For Excellence, and

there is absolutely no reason why the Biosphere can’t be the focus for this.
Some of the further opportunities for this learning are listed here, with details,
ideas and contact details to help you get the most out of living in a Biosphere!

THE JOHN MUIR AWARD

The John Muir Award, run by the John Muir
Trust is an environmental award scheme for
schools, groups, families or individuals. It’s
non-competitive, inclusive and accessible.
More details can be found on:

www.johnmuirtrust.org/john-muir-award

To achieve an award, the Trust asks you to:
DISCOVER a wild place - your school grounds,
a local park or nearby wood etc.

EXPLORE its wildness - experience, enjoy and
find out more about your wild place.
CONSERVE - take some practical action and
personal responsibility for your wild place.
SHARE your experience - let others know what
you've achieved and what you've learned.

It is a wonderful framework for introducing your class to conservation and
environmental responsibility and everyone gets a certificate at the end! There
are three levels, which each take an increasing length of time to complete, so
the class can work on any or all of the levels.

CASE STUDY - CASTLE DOUGLAS HIGH SCHOOL

The S2’s at Castle Douglas can pick the John Muir Award as an extra subject
- the award is designed for Upper primary upwards. This class took on
responsibility for a small area of woodland within the school grounds with the
aim of finding out more about the wood and what lived there, increasing
awareness within the school of what a special place it was, and increasing the
wildlife that lived there
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With these aims in mind, the class undertook a variety of activities in order
to achieve the John Muir Award. Firstly, they surveyed the woodland, using
some of the techniques outlined
elsewhere in this pack. Then

¢ they processed their data as a

| baseline survey so that future
classes could continue their work.
They built a den in the centre of the
wood to encourage quiet reflection
# and meditation. They designed an
§ information board so that visitors
&l to the wood would know it was
cared for and important to the
pupils. Finally, they asked a
ranger from Threave to come and help them build bat boxes to put up
around the school grounds to encourage more bats to visit.

Finally, they wrote a report for the local paper to tell the community what
they had achieved, and did a presentation to other second years to explain
what they had learned.

36




image3.jpeg
WOODLAND TRUST - GREEN TREE SCHOOLS AWARD

The Woodland Trust runs this award to encourage outdoor learning and
inspire pupils about trees, woods and wildlife. The school takes part in fun,
practical projects which helps the environment and improves school grounds.

www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/support-us/act/your-school/green-tree-schools-award

Cerificates and plaques are awarded and there are four levels to work towards.
By doing the projects the class earns points which contribute towards the
award. The Woodland Trust also provide thousands of free trees for planting
every year.

www.woodlandtrust.org/plant-trees/schools-and-communities

It’s easy to apply - there are two windows for applications for trees to be
delivered in March or November, and you can pick between different packs.
For example the Hedge pack has lots of smaller, fruiting trees good for birds.

~‘ e x

,..T’“”A'fﬁ,’

\
-
you

37




image4.jpeg
ECO-SCHOOLS

Eco-schools is a whole-school, pupil-led
approach to Learning for Sustainability
delivered by Keep Scotland Beautiful.
The school, via an Eco-committee, works
towards achieving a Green Flag Award,
which is an internationally recognised
achievement. Everything you need to Feeo
know is detailed on their website:

https:/ /www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/sustainable-development-education/eco-schools/

LIVE LITERATURE WORKSHOPS

The Live Literature Scheme is an amazing resource provided by the Scottish
Book Trust where the purpose is to inspire communities to read and write
for pleasure. The Scottish Book Trust and your school would share the cost
of a listed author to come to your school and provide an interesting and
imaginative session covering whatever topics you wish. Currently (2020)
the contribution that the school would pay is £75, with the SBT covering all
the authors expenses and the rest of the £175 author’s fee. Traditionally
authors host classroom events with children, but with the new focus on
outdoor learning, more and more authors on the list are offering an outdoor
experience. Creative writing, poetry, illustration and art, mythology and

folk tales are all examples of topics covered by the 270 authors listed who
will provide workshops in Dumfries and Galloway. There are deadlines for
applying for the Live Lit fund, please see the website for details.

https:/ /www.scottishbooktrust.com/writing-and-authors/live-literature

Author Tony Bonning
telling Dalry children
about the folklore of
N their town.
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ROYAL HIGHLAND EDUCATION TRUST

RHET are an organisation which works with volunteers to provide free
educational activities and experiential learning opportunities linked to
the Curriculum for Excellence. This free resource is based around the
importance of farming and rural land use; achieved through a number of
key activities:

1.Farm visits for schools

2.Classroom speaker talks by volunteer farmers

3.Providing free educational resource materials for schools

4.0utdoor education events across Scotland

5.Competitions and projects for schools

6.Training farmers and teachers in the delivery of information relating to
food and farming

7.The Royal Highland Show education programme for visiting schools and
Children’s Education Centre

The website has all the details you'll need:
https:/ /www.rhet.org.uk/what-we-do/our-purpose/

FREELANCE RANGER SERVICES

We are lucky in the Galloway & Southern Ayrshire Biosphere to have a
Freelance Ranger, Elizabeth Tindal, who is qualified to host all sorts of
outdoor activities for children.

https:/ /www.freelanceranger.com/about-me.html

CHILDREN IN PERMACULTURE SERVICES

Lusi Alderslowe is a permiculture specialist who has worked extensively
with Gatehouse-of-Fleet Primary School to improve their outdoor space
using the principles of Earth Care, Peopple Care and Fair Share.
https:/ /lusialderslowe.wordpress.com/about/

THE COUNTRYSIDE CODE

You should always follow the Countryside Code when out and about in the
Biosphere - this can be found at:

https:/ /www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-countryside-code
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