Glossary
	Biodiversity 
	The variety of living things in an area, such as the different plants, animals and bacteria. High biodiversity means there are many different species! 

	Bird of prey
	Any bird that feeds on other birds or animals, such as an owl or red kite.

	Carnivorous
	A carnivorous animal, plant, or organism gets its energy and nutrients by eating other living creatures. A carnivorous plant eats animals. 

	Climate Change
	Climate change is when the usual weather patterns on Earth, like temperature and rainfall, change over a long time, often due to human activities like burning fossil fuels.

	Carbon Dioxide
	A gas in our air that we breathe out, and it’s made when things like cars use energy. 

	Decompose
	The breaking down of plants, like tree leaves that break down and decay into the soil. 

	Erosion
	The slow destruction or wearing down of something, usually by wind, water, or acids (like vinegar).

	Evergreen 
	A plant (or tree) that keeps all its green leaves throughout the year. 

	Invertebrates
	Any animal that lacks a backbone (like our spine). They make up 95% of the animal species!

	Larvae
	An insect after it hatches from an egg and before it changes into its adult form. Larvae do not have wings and look like worms.

	Nutrients
	Any substance that plants and animals need to live and grow, like protein, or nitrogen. In farming, farmers may add extra nutrients to help their crops grow, but these can be washed away into our rivers which hugely increase the amount of nutrients available to the plants and animals living there, and unbalances the ecosystem.

	Shrub 
	A low woody plant that is smaller than a tree and has multiple stems, not just one trunk, like a rose.

	Transparent 
	An object or material that is clear and allows lights to pass through. If something is transparent then we can clearly see through it, e.g. pure glass. 

	Wading bird 
	A long-legged bird that wades (walks) in water to find food.

	Wetland
	Areas where water covers the soil or is near the surface of the soil for most of the time.



